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General Meeting—Tuesday 2 March at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 
Speaker: Professor Nicholas Porch, Terrestrial invertebrates of Victoria’s wet forests. 


Bird Group—Thursday 18 March at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 


The future of the Swift Parrot 

Recent research has indicated that the effective population size of the migratory Swift Parrot is unlikely to be more 
than 750 birds and may be as low as 300. Without urgent intervention, this iconic woodland species will be extinct in 
the wild within the next 10 to 15 years. Chris Timewell, one of BirdLife Australia's Woodland Bird Project 
Coordinators, will summarise the ecology of the species, the challenges it faces and the actions underway. He will 
also describe the revised mainland monitoring program. 

Swan Bay and Mud Islands Migratory Shorebird Site Action Plan 

In Australia, protecting important habitat for migratory shorebirds is a key conservation goal. The Revision of the East 
Asian-Australasian Flyway Population Estimates for 37 listed Migratory Shorebird Species (2016) provided the basis 
for a systematic identification of nationally and internationally important shorebird habitat. Marta Ferenczi, one of 
BirdLife Australia's Migratory Shorebird Program officers will talk about the site action planning process for Swan Bay 
and Mud Islands, and how she sees the future of this site as an important shorebird habitat. 


Annual General Meeting—Members Night—Tuesday 6 April at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 
Jess Lill (CCMA)—Victorian Volcanic Plains Grassy Eucalypt Project & Ammie Jackson (DELWP)—The Linear 
Reserves Project: Protecting and Enhancing Natural Temperate Grasslands of the Victorian Volcanic Plains 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 


Veronique Smith, Barwon Heads; Ashleigh Baldwin, Newcomb; Ruth and Murray Homes, Belmont; Lucas Dunipace, 
Geelong West; Lynda Kyprian, Wandana Heights. 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
The closing date for the next magazine will be due on Monday 29 March. 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpg —to the editor. 
The editor for the April edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Bernie Lingham, bernlingham@tpg.com.au 


Geelong Naturalist and Geelong Bird Report on Trove 


Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are downloadable from Trove. 


The Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/Geelong Naturalist. The Geelong Bird Report is at bit.ly/BirdReport 


Obtain your username and password to log into the GFNC website 
www.gfnc.org.au 


Login is now required. Contact info@gfnc.org.au to get your user name and password 


The photos on the front cover, by Phil Watson are of an Imperial Jezabel 
and larvae on Drooping Mistletoe at Bellbrae. 


The photo on the back cover, by Jane Morrow is Harlequin Mistletoe on 
Allocasuarina at Gateway Sanctuary, Leopold on 4/12/2020. 
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Notice of Annual General Meeting 2021 
The Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 6 April 2021 at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom. 


Members may join from a computer/phone/tablet at: 


https://zoom.us/j/97072286430?pwd=SkFnTnY5RxXp4My9odUNvak5vdndGQT09 
Meeting ID: 970 7228 6430 Passcode: GFNC 


Agenda: 
1. Apologies. 


2. Confirmation of Minutes of 2020 AGM. (Will be circulated prior to the meeting). 
3. Committee Report on the activities of the Club for 2020: to be published in the April 2021 Geelong Naturalist. 


4. Treasurer’s Report including the presentation of the financial statements for 2020: to be published in the 
April 2021 Geelong Naturalist. 


5. Election of Committee office bearers in the following order: 


a. President 

b. Vice-President 
c. Secretary 

d. Treasurer 

e. Minute Secretary 


6. Vote on the resolution to elect up to 7 ordinary members of the Committee, followed by election of ordinary 
committee members. 


7. Any other business. Members to advise the Secretary of any item of business that they wish to be included in 
the agenda as ‘Other business’ by 26 March 2021. 


Call for Nominations for 2021—22 Committee 
The GFNC Committee is calling for nominations for positions on the new Committee for 2021-22. 


- The Committee typically meets on the third Monday of the month. Typically, we meet 6—9 times a year. We moved to 
having meetings via Zoom in 2020 due to CoVID and will continue that practice for most meetings, so location is not a 
barrier to being on the committee. 


e All current office bearer and ordinary member positions on the Committee will be open for election and the Committee 
requests that members consider nominations for the various positions to help and contribute to the running of the Club’s 
activities. In particular we are seeking a member who is willing to take the role of President. 


e Members over the age of 18 can nominate themselves for positions on the Committee, by email to the GF NC Secre- 
tary info@gfnc.org.au preferably by 26 March 2021. 


- Alternatively, members can nominate another member by emailing the GFNC Secretary specifying the nominated per- 
son, who must have accepted this nomination in advance and be copied into the nomination email. 


e The office bearers of the Committee are: 
* President (currently vacant) 
e Vice-President (currently vacant) 
e Secretary 
e Minute Secretary 
e Treasurer (currently double duty with Secretary) 


- In addition, there are places for several ordinary members in general committee positions. Currently we have 6. These 
members support the office bearers in the operation of the Club, and typically have responsibility for a particular area. 
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Vale Graeme Tribe (1940—2021) 


raeme inspired people to view the world differently. 

He acted like a good pair of binoculars that gave you 
a new focus and clarity about nature, people and the 
issues that were really important. Time spent with Graeme 
always left you feeling better from the encounter. 


Graeme was a Significant figure in the history of the GFNC. 
He ably served on the GFNC committee for 27 years, 
including stints as President, Vice President and Program 
Coordinator. Graeme led a great many excursions, 
including many adventurous expeditions such as canoeing 
on the Barwon River and leading a memorable trip to Duck 
Island where we were transported by an historic couta boat 
towing a canoe and ‘tinny’ loaded with slightly worried 
members. 


In 1986, accompanied by Marilyn Hewish during the typical 
miserable winter weather that traditionally occurs during 
Lake Connewarre bird surveys, the pair discovered a flock 
of 28 Orange-bellied Parrots—a significant percentage of 
the total world population of this rare parrot. A month later, 
excited ornithologists from the Royal Australian 
Ornithologists Union accompanied Graeme to the site to 
get a chance to see the OBPs. Graeme wandered off on 
his own, away from the noisy main party and discovered a 


Ground Parrot. The ornithologists were a bit sceptical of his 


sighting, but they praised Graeme’s bird watching skills 
when they all got a good view of the bird. The Ground 
Parrot has not been seen on the Bellarine since then. 


Graeme’s work and efforts for the club involved many 
aspects. He oversaw the construction of the Jerringot bird 
hide and built a mobile wooden storage case that could 
store and transport the GFNC library. He contributed to 
numerous conservation campaigns fought within the 
Geelong area and beyond. Graeme’s incisive observations 
of the natural world regularly entertained us at meetings 
and excursions. 


Graeme was a deep thinker. He did not have a university 
degree but he knew more about a wide range of topics 
than many academics. By reading widely, searching 
reference books, published papers, maps, historical 
documents, newspapers and any other available material, 
he built his knowledge of all aspects of natural history. He 
also absorbed knowledge from others by listening, 
questioning and discussing many issues. Learning was 
highly valued, but it was the application of knowledge that 
was most important. 


In his early twenties, Graeme lived among the indigenous 
Yolngu people of Arnhem Land during a time when much 
of Australia had little respect for aborigines. This contact 
with indigenous culture gave him exposure to many ideas 
and new skills that profoundly influenced his views on life 
and the natural world. It also allowed him to be able to 
instruct his grandsons on the finer skills needed to 
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Barry Lingham 


accurately spear lemons on the Tribe family lawn. Graeme 
used his broad knowledge, generating answers to 
questions by considering the interconnected bigger picture. 
Whether it was the possible effects of a particular weed on 
the environment, how to fight some ill-thought-out 
development project or how to protect a threatened 
species, Graeme had a solution. 


To many of us, Graeme was a valued mentor. If you 
wanted to know about local birds, plants of the swamps of 
Lake Connewarre, or how to grow vegetables, Graeme 
was the expert who shared his understanding freely and 
openly with the young and old. His love of nature and 
adventure was infectious. He inspired many of us to study, 
discuss and be awed by the amazing natural history of our 
region and the incredible sights to be seen across the 
globe. 


At the GFNC 50th anniversary celebration, Graeme said 
‘The GFNC is one of the most wonderful things | have 
come across and I have never regretted joining it’. We 
have also never regretted Graeme joining our club. We will 
all greatly miss his knowledge, humour, companionship 
and sense of fun. Graeme will be fondly remembered by 
the great many people whose lives have been enriched by 
their contact with him. 





Graeme Tribe at GFNC 50th 
celebration 4/9/2011 


February butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


Many Common Browns, Marbled Browns, Green There was one very late Caper White, and an Australian 
Grass-darts. John Newman notes that the White-banded Painted Lady, but no yellow Admirals. The ten Imperial 
Grass-darts appear noticeably smaller and darker in flight | Jezebels congregating would have been a great sight for 
than the vibrant Green Grass-darts although they have the Alison and Phil. The Ocean Grove Nature Reserve is a 


same wingspan of 20 mm. Green Grass-darts establish butterfly hotspot at present. 

territories, so perhaps the pairs Graham Possingham saw 

in his garden were indeed rivals. There are several Observers: 

generations annually, so John Newman’s pair at Jerringot AW, Alison Watson; BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie 
with the crisp plumage could be a second or third Lingham; CMo, Craig Morley; GA, George Appleby; GP, 
generation newly emerged. Graham Possingham; JMo, Jane Morrow; JN, John 


Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham, PWa, Phil Watson; 
THo, Trevor Hodson; WCo, Wendy Cook. 


Splendid Ochre 14/2/21 Ocean Grove 1 JMo 
Nature Reserve 


21/2/21 Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve 


























21/2/21 


Green Grass-dart 12/2/21 










GA 


6. Mid-afternoon; temp. low | BL, BML 
20s; flying and stopping 
eas sp. and Gahnia 
Barred Skipper 14/2/21 Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve 
21/2/21 Ocean Grove 4. Mid-afternoon; temp. low | BL, BML 
Nature Reserve 
constantly, wings open, on 
Lomandra sp. and Gahnia 
Sp. 
White-banded Grass-dart | 6/2/21 Seagull Paddock | 1 On carpet weed Galenia_ | JPo, GP 
Sp. 
16/2/21 Jerringot, Belmont | at least 2 in long grass. JN 
Common 
Ocean Grove 
Highton Several in garden. Pairs (or 
rivals?) interacting at times 
13/2/21 Barwon River 2 seen on Bower Spinach 
Highton 
16/2/21 Jerringot Belmont | 2 at 3.30 p.m. hot sun, very 
Common crisp new plumage 
Cabbage White 26/1/21 Cricket Pitch 2 CMo, THo 
Road, Wyelangta 
Imperial Jezebel 19/2/21 Portreath Rd 10 butterflies congregating | AW, PWa 
Bellbrae around Blackwoods settling 


constantly, wings open, on 
20s; flying and stopping 
Varied Sedge-skipper 17/2/21 Ocean Grove 1 JMo 
Nature Reserve 
Nature Reserve 
BL, BML 
Nature Reserve 
Caper White 3/2/21 Between St 1 Flying towards St 
Leonards and Mud | Leonards from the direction 
Islands of Mud Islands in a light SE 
wind. Seen from a kayak. 
on branches and on the 


ground during hot weather 
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Australian Painted Lady 


17/2/21 


Ocean Grove 











Varied Swordgrass Brown 


Common Brown 27/1/21 Cricket Pitch 2 CMo, THo 
Road, Wyelangta 


27/1/21 


27/1/21 


2/2/21 


7/2/21 


10/2/21 


14/2/21 








Great Otway 2 males and 2 females 
National Park— 
Cricket Pitch Rd at 


Boggy Creek Tk 


CMo, THo 





Cricket Pitch 
Road, Wyelangta 


1 male and 1female flying CMo, THo 
about 


30, two thirds female, 
males, looking pale 


10, mostly males 
At least 100, nearly all 
female, but one pair mating 


In bush near 
Whinray Rd 
Meredith 


WaterholeTk 
Brisbane Ranges 


Bamgamie State 
Forest 


Savannah Tk and 
Swamp Tk, 
Brisbane Ranges 





Saltbush Blue 


Common Grass-blue 
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21/2/21 


21/2/21 


2/2/21 


7/2/21 


10/2/21 


14/2/21 


21/2/21 


21/2/21 


16/2/21 


21/2/21 


In bush near 








Ocean Grove 


Many 
8 


100. Conservative estimate | BL, BML 
on numbers as too many to 


Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve 


Whinray Rd 
Meredith 


Waterhole Tk, 
Brisbane Ranges 


Bamganie state 
forest 


jas 
At least 10 on path to bird 


Savannah Tk and 
Swamp Tk, 


L 
O 
O 
O 
o 
0) 
o 
0) 
o 

Brisbane Ranges 

o 


JM 
count. Majority females. 
JM 


Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve 


M 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 


Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve 


Jerringot Belmont 


Common hide, 3.30 p.m. hot sun 


N 
6 In the remnant Kangaroo | JMo 
Grass left unmown in the 
Woodlands Reserve 
adjacent to the OGNR 


Ocean Grove 





Summer wader count 2021 wrap up 


t was very pleasing to have dozens of observers 

volunteering time to participate in the summer wader and 
waterfowl count over twenty-six sites across the Bellarine 
Peninsula throughout January this year. Water levels in 
many wetlands were high as a result of management 
decisions, good spring rain and increasing run-off from the 
ever-developing Geelong suburbs. Whilst this reduced 


shorebird numbers in some sites such as Freshwater Lake, 


Hospital Swamp and Reedy Lake with minimal feeding and 
roosting habitat, it increased numbers in other sites such 
as the new City of Greater Geelong Sparrovale Wetlands 
where an estimated 6000 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were 
counted. Low numbers of waders were seen downstream 
of Sparrovale across the Barwon estuary and Lake 
Connewarre this count. 


John Newman 


By contrast, good numbers of Red-necked Stints and 
several hundred of the critically endangered Curlew 
Sandpiper were seen at Lake Victoria and Sand Island. 
That latter site was very notable for good numbers of Bar- 
tailed Godwit and a smattering of Red Knot and Grey 
Plovers as well as the vagrant Hudsonian Godwit. 

The Moolap Saltworks count was a high point this summer 
with better numbers of migratory shorebirds than the 
previous few summers. Hopefully improved habitat 
management of that site will see improved bird numbers in 
years to come. 


Many thanks to the many bird surveyors who dedicated 
hours to this count and happily embraced wet and muddy 
feet in doing so. The winter shorebird count is planned to 
occur in mid-July. 


Moolap Saltworks Summer Shorebird Count 9 February 2021 


Resident Shorebirds Waterfowl, herons etc, terns etc 
Aust. Pied Oystercatcher Black Swan 157 Aust. White Ibis 


Aust. Shelduck 28 Straw-necked 
7 
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February fauna report 


A: usual, there are many interesting observations this 
month, with several large groups of fruit-bats reported 
and a family of ringtail possums observed. 


Platypus: One observed in Mirror Pool, Allenvale in the 
Otway Ranges on 3 February; seen initially at 8.23 p.m., it 
was noted twice again over the next 10 minutes (PHm). 


Koala: One was heard, then seen resting in the fork of a 
eucalypt in the Brisbane Ranges on 26 January (SRo); 
another was noted crossing the Great Ocean Road at 
Hordern Vale on 29 January (LPh), then a third was heard 
calling at 3.00pm at Marengo (LPh). One was also noted in 
a Messmate in Gay Street, Lorne on 9 February (PHm). 


Common Brushtail Possum: One was seen emerging 
from a hollow of a Mountain Grey Gum beside the St. 
George River near Allenvale Bridge in the Otway Ranges 
on 10 February (PHm). 


Sugar Glider: On 2 February one was seen climbing a 
Swamp Gum at Eclipse Creek, Whinray Road, Meredith 


(WCo). 


Common Ringtail Possum: On 2 February four were 
seen running along an internet cable in Newtown, the 
second and third noticeably small than the others, at 8.35 
p.m.—sunset was at 8.13 p.m., last-light at 8.41 p.m. 
(CMo). 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo: Two were noted in the paddock 
north of North Track, Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, on 1 
January (PSu). 


Grey-headed Flying-fox: On 11 February, 220 were 
noted streaming up the Barwon River valley towards 
Highton, while others were heading south, at dusk (CFr); 
then 75 were seen at 9.00 p.m. flying from north-east to 
south-west on 17 February, just over roof level ... ‘There 
may have been more but the mossies were biting 

me!’ (LPh). 


Swamp Rat: On 10 February, one was seen in coastal 
scrub on the foreshore at Wye River at 11.30 a.m. on 10 
February (PHm). 


Brown Rat: One noted 2—3 times scurrying west over 
about 50 m on the top of the dunes by the coastal path at 
Thirteenth Beach on 14 February; it was very mangy 
around the base of its tail (CFr, GA). 


Rakali: On 16 February at the Queens Park golf course, 
one deceased; it was being eaten by a Little Raven (if it 
had been poisoned, the raven would be in trouble!) (CFr). 


Red Fox: On 21 February, in dry sclerophyll forest fenced- 


off from sheep for 30—40 years, the fox was seen walking 
through the bush, disturbing a flock of White-winged 
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Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


Choughs; it turned and ran when it saw me and was 
chased by the choughs, one swooping low over it as it ran 
(WCo). 


Eastern Banjo Frog (Pobblebonk): One heard calling 
from the waterhole at Hammonds Road camping area and 
several calling from the roadside at Bambra Wetlands on 
1 February (TP). 


Growling Grass-frog: On 2 February, one observed on 
the unmade section of Baench’s Lane, near Hospital 
Swamps, on a rainy night (CFr, GA). 


Southern Brown Tree-frog: One heard calling just on 
dusk from beside St George River, Lorne, 300 m upstream 
from Allenvale Bridge, on 9 February (PHm). 


Jacky Lizard: At Bellbrae on 22 February, one noted 
camouflaged in grassy vegetation (AW). 


Tree-climbing Cool-skink (Spencer’s Skink): One seen 
basking on a tree-trunk at Carlisle Heath on 27 January 
(BL). 


Southern Water Skink: Numerous individuals basking on 
rocks just above the high-tide mark near the mouth of 
Boggaley Creek, Otway Ranges, late morning on 

10 February (PHm). 


Blotched Blue-tongued Lizard: One road-killed on the 
Great Ocean Road just west of Anglesea on 27 January 
(PHm); one observed at Bellbrae on 22 February (AW). 


Eastern Blue-tongued Lizard: One found in the laundry 
at Highton on 16 February (CFr). 


Lowland Copperhead: A small 15 cm snake on track to 
Red Rocks, Pt Addis on 12 February. It headed up the 
bank and hid under leaf litter. It had a faint dark-light collar, 
and a darker vertebral stripe and the lower edge of the 
body was reddish (AW, PWa). 


Tiger Snake: One lively individual observed at Carlisle 
Heath on 28 January (LBr, HSc); one road-killed on 
Whinray Road, Meredith, on 18 February (WCo). 


Mosquito Fish (Eastern Gambusia): Many in a fire-dam 
near Peter’s Hill, Bambra on 1 February. These are highly 
aggressive fish that attack other small fish and tadpoles 
(TP). 


Observers: AW, Alison Watson; BL, Barry Lingham; CFr, 
Chrissy Freestone; CMo, Craig Morley; GA, George 
Appleby; HSc, Helen Schofield; LBr, Lance Breguet; LPh, 
Lorraine Phelan; PHm, Peter Homan; PSu, Peter Sullivan; 
PWa, Phil Watson; SRo, Scott Rolph; TP, Trevor Pescott; 
WCo, Wendy Cook. 


Sutherlands Creek fauna survey 
11-20 February 2021 


ntroduction 

The GFNC has agreed to undertake fauna surveys at a 
number of places west of Geelong as part of the 
Corangamite Catchment Management Authority project 
identifying freehold land that has high conservation values 
in the broad category of Grassy Eucalypt Woodlands. 
The first property at which we have had the opportunity to 
carry out a Survey is on the north side of Steiglitz Road, 
Sutherlands Creek. It is, in essence, a Yellow Gum 
woodland with little understorey shrub layer apart from 
scattered Hedge Wattles. At this time of the year most of 
the grassy understorey has dried out. 


The weather was hot and dry, with temperatures exceeding 
30°C on most days. 

The survey began on Thursday 11 February when we set 
30 small Elliott traps in three transects each of 10, and 2 
harp traps at the end of a small waterhole that had been 
excavated a long time ago, perhaps for stock. We checked 
the traps on Friday morning; however, the survey was 
interrupted by a COVID five-day lockdown announced on 
Friday afternoon, which meant the Elliott traps had to be 
closed and the harps removed. 

We resumed on Friday 18 February by setting two harp 
traps at the waterhole—it was a very hot day so we 
decided to leave the Elliotts closed. We checked them on 
Saturday morning, again a very hot day, and with many 
bats in the harps, decided to close them and collect the 
Elliotts, and cancel any Sunday visit. 


Method 

In an attempt to gather as much information in this initial 
survey as possible we set 30 Elliotts for one night, two harp 
traps for two nights, two cameras focused on baited tree- 
trunks and we established two 28-tile grids for later review. 


Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


The weights of the Gould’s Wattled Bats varied from19.9 g 
down to 13.7 g—clearly many were juveniles. Young are 
born in November and December so the youngest may be 
six to eight weeks old. In both adult and young the males 
were lighter than the females. 

Cameras 

Two Best-Guarder cameras were set focused on bait- 
containers attached to tree-trunks. No useful photographs 
were obtained. 

Tiles 

Left in place for later checking. 


Mammals 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo: Scats and a ‘dust-bath’ site were 
noted. 

Swamp Wallaby: Scats and a skull were found. 

Gould’s Wattled Bat: Apart from the ones caught, we 
inadvertently disturbed a colony of bats, probably this 
species, from a hollow tree. 

Little Forest Bat: Five caught. 

Large Forest Bat: One caught. 


Herpetofauna 

Tadpoles: Several were found in the waterhole, however 
we were not able to determine the species of frog. One 
appeared to have the start of markings consistent with the 
Spotted Grass-frog but that was not confirmed. It is likely 
we will find frogs under the tiles in winter. 

Surprisingly, perhaps, we did not record any skinks, even 
the usually-abundant Garden Skink was not seen. 


Birds 
List compiled and lodged with eBird by Craig Morley and 
Jeff Dagg 


Tawny Frogmouth 1 
(tail tip showing over the edge of 
a disused goshawk (?) nest high 
in a Yellow Gum) 

Galah 


eucalypt) 


Results 


Elliott traps 
12/02/21: 


Harp traps 
12/02/21: 


20/02/21: 


House Mouse—two caught 


Little Forest Bat—3 males, no females. 
Gould’s Wattled Bat—12 males/8 females 
Little Forest Bat—2 females 

Large Forest Bat—1 male 


White-plumed Honeyeater 
(adults feeding young in a nest 
high in the leafy canopy of a 


Willie Wagtail 3 
(feeding at least 2 young in 

a nest on a spindly leafless 
eucalypt twig) 


New Holland Honeyeater Ba Grey Fantail 


Eastern Rosella Spotted Pardalote Magpie-lark 
Superb Fairy-wren Grey Shrike-thrush Little Raven 


Plants 
The following plant list was compiled on a very hot 
Thursday afternoon by Bernadette and Barry Lingham. 





Incidental observations 

Some time was spent walking through the reserve. A list of 
invertebrate species will be available in Geelong Naturalist 
next month. 
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Permits Thanks 

The fauna survey project has the approval of the Wildlife Our thanks to property-owner James Kelberg for providing 

and Small Institutes Animal Ethics Committee (approval no. access; Jess Lill and Nicole Thornton of CCMA; and GFNC 

32.18), DELWP permit 10009049 and SPFL no. 20072. members Craig Morley, Jeff Dagg, Bernadette Lingham, 
Barry Lingham, Helen Schofield, Lance Breguet, Kathryn 
Lynch and Tracey Hinton, all of whom took part in the 
survey. I’m indebted to Lothar Hohaus for his invaluable 
help throughout the survey in extremely difficult weather. 


Incidental Plant List, GFNC Fauna Survey 11 Feb 2021 


Species: Native Common Name 


Common Name | 
Hedge Wattle 
Clematis microphylla Small-leaved Clematis 


Lomandra filiformis Wattle Mat-rush 


Sormen oo 
Moois O O o Orion rhs 


Rhagodia parabolica Fragrant Saltbush * 

Persicaria prostrata Creeping Knotweed * 

Rytidosperma spp. Wallaby Grass 

Senecio quadridentatis Cottony Fireweed * 

Thelymitra sp. Sun Orchids 

Tricoryne elatior Yellow Rush-lily * 

Wahlenbergia luteola Yellowish Bluebell * 

Species: Introduced/Naturalised 
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle * 

Hypochaeris radicata 
Lagurus ovatus  _ _  Hares+tail Grass 

Lycium ferocissimum __ African Box-thom * 

Phytolacca octandra 
Soanumnioum [Black Nightshade” 
Sonchusoleraceus  — — fSowthiste" 


NOTE: * Flowering or in bud. 
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February 2021 bird observations—some highlights 


he previous two summaries of bird observations have 

highlighted the wonderful conditions this summer with 
good water levels and moderate temperatures. It was 
hoped that the outcome of these conditions would be an 
excellent breeding season and many of the bird sightings 
submitted in February clearly demonstrate this fact—many 
juvenile birds have been recorded and many are still being 
fed by attentive parents. 


Wetlands around the Geelong region have been in 
excellent condition so it is very pleasing to record 
Australasian Bittern juveniles at Reedy Lake, 
circumstantial evidence that strongly suggests local 
breeding. Reedy Lake remains the local stronghold of this 
uncommon and cryptic bittern and careful steps are being 
taken to manage the water levels to accommodate this 
species. Brolga families with one and two juveniles have 
been seen in the lower Barwon wetlands. The small 
breeding colony of Australasian Darter so readily viewed 
from Princes Bridge over the Barwon River has again been 
successful with active nests with young. Black-fronted 
Dotterels at Avalon with juveniles was an interesting 
breeding record. The unique (by Victorian standards) Little 
Egret colony at Queenscliff thankfully has reared at least 
11 young https://ebird.org/australia/notspot/L5250994 It is 
critically important that we continue to monitor this colony 
and count the juveniles. Several breeding pairs of Nankeen 
Night-Herons have produced juveniles at the same site. 


Collared Sparrowhawk juveniles in pines at Birregurra 
Golf Course were a noisy duo, as were two at the 
decommissioned Barwon Water Swan Bay Reservoir site. 
A juvenile Rufous Fantail in the Otway Ranges suggests 
local breeding. Similarly juvenile Forest Ravens at the 
same location help build a picture of typical Otway forest 
birds successfully having bred this spring/summer. 
Silvereyes, White-throated Treecreepers and Yellow- 
faced Honeyeaters are regularly recorded in the Geelong 
region and nesting and sightings of young birds this season 
have been documented from several areas in our region. 
Lake Lorne at Drysdale has been humming along for many 
months and a visit to this significant regional wetland 
https://ebird.org/australia/hotspot/L1430767 never 
disappoints the patient and careful observer. It will be 
interesting and important to keep an eye on the water 
levels at this lake as time goes on after the major 
roadworks and resultant increase of run-off from hard 
surfaces. 


John Newman & Craig Morley 


A bird seen sporting breeding plumage alone does not 
necessarily indicate active breeding but might alert 
observers to potential nesting. Great Cormorants in their 
breeding finery with white blazes on their flanks at Ocean 
Grove and Reedy Lake, and a similarly adorned Great 
Egret at Reedy Lake were worthy of comment and delight. 
Little Egrets were observed at Moolap/Point Henry and 
Lake Victoria with nuptial plumes flowing in the wind—is 
there another colony or two of these notable birds in our 
region? 


Summer is a wonderful time to enjoy shorebirds in the 
many coastal and wetland sites for which the Bellarine 
Peninsula is famous. Banded Stilt records have finally 
begun to trickle in after a long hiatus, presumably due to 
good conditions at some of Australia’s inland salt lakes. A 
record of thirty-one birds in Torquay was a great record. A 
sole early returned Double-banded Plover at Moolap 
Saltworks seen during the summer wader count was 
noteworthy and eleven Eastern Curlews on the Barwon 
Heads estuary very pleasing for this critically endangered 
migratory shorebird. A Lesser Sand-Plover at Mud Islands 
was a wonderful record—these small sand-frequenting 
birds are rarely seen on our coast now. Similarly the 
vagrant Hudsonian Godwit seen at both Sand Island 
(restricted access) and Mud Islands this month adds to 
other recent local records of this misplaced North American 
shorebird. Pacific Golden-Plovers on the Barwon coast 
show this beautiful shorebird is just managing to hang on 
here and on this occasion was accompanied by a 
Common Sandpiper. A record of at least 6000 Sharp- 
tailed Sandpipers wheeling about over the newly-gazetted 
Sparrovale wetlands https://ebird.org/australia/hotspot/ 
L9792702 was a significant number and an exhilarating 
sight for the keen shorebird surveyors! 


One of the more extraordinary records submitted this 
month was of an Australasian Swamphen apparently 
pulling sugary lerps off eucalypt leaves whilst perched in a 
tree above the water at Blue Waters Lake in Ocean Grove, 
an excellent example of an observer taking the time to look 
at a common local bird and learning something completely 
new. 


Once more we sincerely thank the more than forty-five 
observers who so keenly observe and record the 
fascinating birds of this region. Please keep your 
observations coming to the GFNC website or directly to 
eBird Australia. 


GFNC is on Facebook 


www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup/ 
A private online discussion group by invitation for members to share observations and other information 


www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 
The GFNC ‘official’ Facebook Community Page (public) where forthcoming events are promoted. 
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Owlet-nightjar and Tawny Frogmouth 


A small grey head peeked out of a nestbox, disturbed by 
voices below. It looked down with large dark eyes. The 
nestbox, built in 2013 by children from Meredith Primary 
School, had been attached several metres up the trunk of a 
tree in the Meredith Police Paddocks. Members of the 
Meredith Police Paddocks Support Group were talking 
while they enjoyed a picnic lunch in the shade of the 
swamp gums. Someone noticed the watcher. Out came the 
binoculars and cameras. The bird, with black stripes over 
its head, and whiskers around its beak, was identified as 
an Australian owlet-nightjar. Out of sight, its grey tail and 
body, which was paler on the front, were covered in faint 
horizontal black lines. Its pink feet gripped the edge of the 
entrance as it perched, leaning forward for a better view. 


Australian owlet-nightjars are Australia’s smallest nocturnal 
bird. Despite their name, they are not related to owls or 
nightjars. Although they are common, they are rarely seen. 
Their eyes do not reflect torchlight, so they are difficult to 
see at night. They spend most of their days inside a tree 
hollow, and are most likely to be seen when they become 
curious about happenings outside, or sunbake at the 
entrance to their home. They are territorial and find a 
permanent mate, so at least one owlet-nightjar has settled 
in the Police Paddocks. At night they come out to hunt. 
They catch flying insects in the air or sit on a branch and 
pounce on insects in the tree or on the ground. They are 
more often heard then seen, with a fairly sharp and high- 
pitched territorial call, and a slightly lower, longer call of two 
or three notes. Owlet-nightjars live in areas with trees 
containing hollows, across most of Australia. Inside the 
hollow, in late winter or spring, they make a nest of leaves 
and lay between two and five eggs, which they incubate for 
nearly a month. The chicks can fly one month later, but 
remain with their parents for a few months. 


Another common nocturnal bird found around Meredith, 
that is also not an owl, is the Tawny frogmouth. It too is 
difficult to see during the day, but for a different reason. 
They are solid looking birds with silvery grey feathers, dark 
vertical streaks on their front and a darker pattern of brown, 
grey and black on their back. They have grey feet and a 
wide strong grey beak, surrounded by whiskers. During the 
day they perch on a tree branch, often low down. If they 
feel threatened, they close their large yellow eyes and tilt 
their head so the point of their beak is uppermost. They 
remain motionless and with the colouring and patterns of 


Wendy Cook 


their feathers are perfectly camouflaged as a broken-off 
dead branch. They choose their roost with care. Not only 
must they be well-disguised as part of the tree, but they 
need to consider the weather. In summer, they will choose 
a place with plenty of shade, and may breathe faster, pant, 
and increase blood flow to their mouth to keep cool. In 
winter, they roost in a sunny place on the north side of a 
tree, huddle next to their mate and sunbake on the ground. 
When the weather is coldest, and there is least food to be 
found, tawny frogmouths and owlet-nightjars will enter 
torpor for a few hours at a time. Their heart rate and 
metabolism slows, lowering the body temperature by up to 
ten degrees, and conserving their limited supply of body fat 
and energy. 


Tawny frogmouths are found throughout most of Australia 
where trees are present, including suburban parks and 
gardens, but not dense rainforest. At dusk they begin 
hunting. They eat mainly insects, spiders, snails and slugs, 
but also other invertebrates and small birds, mammals, 
reptiles and frogs. They have soft feathers which allow 
them to pounce silently from their perch. Their feet are 
weak, so they catch their meal with their beak and carry it 
to a branch to kill and eat. They catch some insects, such 
as moths, while in flight, and are occasionally killed by 
flying in front of car headlights, chasing food. Tawny 
frogmouths breed from late winter to early summer. Like 
owlet-nightjars, they mate for life and stay in their territory. 
They build a fragile nest of sticks in a tree fork and line it 
with leaf litter and grass stems. The female lays up to three 
eggs, which the male sits on during the day. They share 
the job at night. Both find food for the chicks which fledge 
at about one month old when they are half the size of their 
parents. 


Tawny frogmouths make a range of calls. The one most 
commonly heard is a deep oom oom sound at night. 
Although you will rarely see a tawny frogmouth or an owlet- 
nightjar, listen for their calls at night, look carefully at short 
dead branches (do any of them have feathers?), protect old 
trees with hollows and perhaps put up a nestbox with a 
small entrance hole and see if one day a grey head with 
big dark eyes peers down at you. 


Published in Meredith and District News, April 2016 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are 
tax-deductible. 
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February invertebrates report 
Rod Lowther 


his month, we had our challenges in being out and searching for invertebrates. Firstly, a cold, wet snap, followed by 

a lockdown, and ending with a few hot days. So, invertebrate numbers are down for the month. For me, at home at 
least, the spiders are the only creatures that have constantly been out. The large Orbweaver Eriphora biapicata above 
our back deck is out each night without fail, constructing its large web, only for all traces of its presence to be gone by 
the morning. Nevertheless over 250 observations were made on iNaturalist this month, with more than a 135 species. 


The summary for February can be viewed via the following link February Observations 

While not many grasshopper observations were noted in February, one would expect to see a few in the coming month. 
So, | thought | would investigate likely species in our area and analyse what are the distinguishing features. | have found 
that some species of grasshoppers are exceedingly difficult to photograph. The more common ones fly off readily when 
approached and are well camouflaged upon landing. Moreover, colours for some species vary with conditions, as_to a 
less degree do marking patterns. Making matters difficult for identification is the variation due to the life stages of the 
nymphs which can have 5 to 6 moults. Generally, the nymphs are miniature versions of the adult except colour is lighter 
and they do not possess wings. So comments in the article are of a generally nature. 


In the Geelong BioBlitz region, iNaturalist has 21 species in the infraorder Acrididea which only includes Grasshoppers 
and Locusts. By comparison, in Victoria, there are 68 species of Acrididea listed. Using this lower taxonomy ensures 
that crickets and katydids that make up the order Orthoptera are excluded from the analysis. 

For our local region, the species within the Acrididea infraorder can be classified further into three superfamilies. While 
there are other superfamilies within the infraorder, species in other superfamilies are either in other climatic areas or 
other countries and therefore not included. 


Below is a table showing species distribution across the superfamilies. 


Superfamily/ family ie No of Species | Species Location 
Acridoidea /Acrididae Short-horned Numerous Widespread across 
Grasshoppers region 
Eumastocoidea/ Morabidae Matchstick Vandiemenella Anglesea heath 
Grasshoppers vitatica 





1 
Pyrgomorphoidea/ Gaudy 1 Psednura pedestris | Cape Otway Coastal 


Tetrigoidea/ Tetrigidae Pygmy Tetrix irrupta Kennett River 
Grasshoppers 


Matchstick Grasshoppers are described by D.C.F Rentz in Grasshopper Country as ‘Both sexes wingless having very 
elongated, matchstick-like body. Head long, pointed with long rostrum, neck with sclerites. Legs not held strongly 
akimbo at rest’. The first photo below shows Vandiemenella viatica photographed on heath land along Harvey Street, 
Anglesea. While there are four matchstick grasshoppers recorded in Victoria, Vandiemenella viatica is the most 
common, making up approximately 85% of observations. The other matchstick grasshoppers appear to occur in 
northern dry areas. 





\ } 
Vandiemenella viatica Photo: Rod Lowther 


The Gaudy Grasshopper seen in our area is Psednura pedestris, a member of the Psednurini tribe which is 

described in iNaturalist as a ‘Stem-Like Grasshopper’ found around coastal fringes generally perched on grass and 
grass like plants in an upright position. It may be green or light brown in colour, blending in well to match in with its 
environment. It seems widespread and relatively common based on the number of observations in iNaturalist. It’s a case 
of needing to look for this species in the right area, as this grasshopper does not flee but rather positions itself on the 
other side of the leaf when approached. 
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Tetrix irrupta Photo: Ken Harris 





Psednura pedestris 
Photo: Reiner Richter 


The Pygmy Grasshoppers are described in Rentz’ book as grey or brownish dark grey grasshoppers that resembles a 
natural object such as stones, twigs, or leaves. Generally, all species within this family are found around waterways. 
When disturbed, it is noted that they readily take to the water and swim away rather than hop into the undergrowth. 
Three species have been recorded in Victoria but only one species observation, Tetrix irrupta, in our region. 


Returning to the Short-horned Grasshoppers (Acrididae), our region’s 277 observations are sorted into various 
subfamilies according to the taxonomy in iNaturalist as shown in the table below. Taxonomy seems to be subject to 
debate and therefore I’ve included comments to show where differences on taxonomy with Atlas of Living Australia 
(ALA) classifications exist. Data was correct as of 20 February and is used to demonstrate relative abundance. 


Scientific Family/ Common Name Comments 
Subfamily Name 


Silent Slant Grasshoppers These three species are all from 


the Acridini tribe as classified in 
ALA. 


This group is shown as a tribe 
of subfamily Catantopinae in 
ALA. 


Cyrtacnthacridinae Bird Grasshoppers 
Catantopinae Spur-throated Grasshoppers 





Oedipodinae Bandwing Grasshoppers 51 3 This group is viewed as the 
Oedipodini tribe within 
subfamily Acridinae as 
classified in ALA. 
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Acridini tribe species are shown below: 


JË x ~~ i 
15 observations E 8 observations 





Giant Green Slantface Disappearing Grassho... Golden Bandwing 


Giant Green Slantface is widespread and quite common in our region. The nymphs can be mistaken for Matchstick 
Grasshoppers which are wingless, whereas the Slantface nymphs have traces of wing development and adults have 
fully developed wings. However, they are not good flyers and generally do not fly far with approached. 


The Golden Bandwing Grasshopper is widespread across the state in treed area as it lives in leaf litter, generally 
under eucalypts. It has very brilliant yellow wings displayed during flight; a streamlined brown body but may have green 
upside; no spotting or dark patches and can have a red abdomen. 


The Disappearing Grasshopper has a long, pointed body, generally a bright green but can be light tan, with a dark 
stripe along the underbody. 


Species from the Oedipodini tribe noted in the Geelong BioBlitz region are shown below. These species can, given 
the right climatic conditions, expand to significant numbers to form locust plagues, a concern and risk to agricultural 
crops. 





13 observations ht , 1 observation 


Australian Yellow-win... Australian Plague Locust Southeastern Austroic... 


The Australian Yellow-winged Locust is usually green, sometimes pale brown, but can be very brown during the 
gregarious phase. The head is slightly lower compared to the thorax but raised against the line of the wing when viewed 
from the side. The wing is yellow with a dark black band at the end. This grasshopper makes a loud noise during flight. 


The Australian Plague Locust again has colour that varies from brown to green. In profile the head is higher than the 
thorax and the wings have dark spots on the end. 


Southeastern Austroicetes is one of a number of species within the genus Austroicetes and it is difficult to tell them 
apart. As a genus they are marginally smaller than the other two species mentioned in this group but this difference may 
not be able to be seen in the field. Ranges vary across the country for each species within this genus, making the most 
likely in our region the Southeastern Austroicetes Austroicetes vulgaris. The patchy colouring around eye/ head and 
thorax can be a clue to assist identification. 


The sole species in the Cyrtacnthacridinae subfamily is the Spur-throated Locust. It is also a pest threat to 
agriculture; however, it does not breed in our region, and there are only a few records when individuals are blown down 
from the north during a swamping event /outbreak. It is the largest of the locusts, generally grey with a light stripe along 
the head. The head, thorax and wings form a straight line when viewed in profile. 
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Photo: Vireya Jacquard 


The Catantopinae subfamily is quite diverse, with 11 species found to date and recorded on iNaturalist for our region 
as shown below. The listing is according to number of observations in descending order. This family, commonly called 

Spur-throated Grasshoppers, comprise 85% species of the Australian grasshopper fauna according to Rentz. They are 
present in a wide range of habitats and many species are associated with certain plant types. Common identification is 
the swelling on the ‘throat’, that is between the front legs at their base, and the absence of a spine on the outer side of 
the tip of the hind tibia. 


es 
23 observations 





19 observations 






Common Gumleaf Gra... Inland Macrotona Common Macrotona 





Mimetic Gumleaf Gras... Short-winged Heath G... Cirphula pyrrhocnemis Red-legged Exarna Tiny Grasshopper 





Brachyexarna lobipennis 


Good luck with photographing grasshoppers and while the example photos tend to show clearly the differences, in 
reality the photos in different light conditions or from other than side-on perspective make the ID quite challenging at 
times. 


References 
Rentz, D.C.F., 1996, Grasshopper Country. 
Australian Locust, Australian Government, Department of Agriculture, Water, and the Environment. Web site 
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/pests-diseases-weeds/locusts/about 
Orthoptera, CSIRO Insects and Allies https://www.ento.csiro.au/education/index.htm! 
Gleeson, Michelle, 2016, Miniature Lives—lIdentifying Insects in your Home and Garden, CSIRO Publishing. 
Farrow, Roger, 2018 reprint, Insects of South-Eastern Australia, CSIRO Publishing. 
iNaturalist and Atlas of Living Australia—data and taxonomic classifications. 
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Clean Up Australia Day—Jerringot Wetlands and Seaview Park 


Sunday 7 March 2021 


This year we are conducting Clean Up Australia Day at two local areas that have long been associated with the GFNC, 
Jerringot, which has always been our main clean-up area, and Seaview Park, which is a new clean-up for us this year 
and is also being promoted with residents in the nearby streets. 


Help us keep the Jerringot wetland and its denizens free of harmful litter and enjoy the plants, birds and views along the 
Barwon River at Seaview Park while reducing the rubbish. 


Jerringot: 9.00 a.m — 10.30 a.m. 
Meet: At the bird hide on the golf course road 
Contact: Deborah Evans, 0424 292 447 


Seaview Park: 10.30 a.m. — 12.00 p.m. 
Meet: Playground adjacent to the reserve between Seaview Parade and East View Parade, Belmont 
Contact: Rod Lowther, 0419 633 960 


What to bring: 

Yourself, friends, gloves, stout shoes (gumboots and/or gaiters are useful in some places at Jerringot), hat, sunscreen 
and drinking water. Binoculars and camera would be handy at both sites. 

We will have a supply of gloves, sanitiser and some hi-viz vests but bring your own if possible. 


The following general guidelines are also in place, in line with general COVID-19 guidelines and our club’s risk 
management policy: 

Do not attend if you are unwell 

Please limit car-pooling to family groups or those bringing just one person, e.g. someone who cannot drive 








Wider Geelong Flora Lecture —Via Zoom 


Tuesday 9 March 2021, 7.30 p.m. 


Chris is Regional Manager of Trust for Nature. He lives near Anakie and has a 
detailed knowledge of the flora and fauna of the area. 


In this lecture he will give us an insight into the some of the significant, rare or 
unusual plants of the Brisbane Ranges. 


Log in details are in the GFNC Newsletter 2021 #4 email sent on 19 February. 











Next Fauna survey 


Trevor Pescott 
Our next fauna survey is planned for 11-14 March at Carlisle River. 
The site is a block of land owned by several GFNC members who are keen to add to the list of fauna and flora on 
this wonderful area. 
The location is 265 Sand Pit Road, Carlisle River. To get there take the Carlisle Road (C161) from Colac; 9 km 
past Carlisle River township turn left onto Sandpit Road then 2.5 km down to the Chapple Creek crossing. The 
driveway is immediately before the bridge on the left. 100 m track into the gate. 2WD access. People can access 
through the gate and park. (Google maps tend to put you out on Mt Mackenzie Track because the block is 
technically land-locked!) 
The area is suitable for camping and there is a toilet on site. Alternatively you may prefer to stay at Gellibrand where 
there is a caravan park with on-site cabins but you would need to book ahead. 
| hope there will be enough interest to carry out night spotlight walks where there will be the opportunity to see 
nocturnal birds and mammals. 
Meet at the property on Thursday 11 March at 1.00 p.m. to set Elliott and harp traps, then each morning 
(Friday 12—Sunday 14) at 8.00 a.m. 
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GFNC Excursion 


GFNC Excursion 
Sunday 21 March 2021 
Lake Victoria and Point Lonsdale area 
Leaders: Angus Hartshorn and Barry Lingham 


In March the migratory waders flock to Lake Victoria to 
feed on the mud flats prior to departing on their long 
flight north. They feed on the shores of the lake and the 
exposed silt of the nearby old shell-grit extraction ponds, 
building the fat supplies needed to make their journey. 
Many other waterbirds also use Lake Victoria and there 
is an interesting range of salt marsh vegetation along the 
shore line. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at Emily Street, Point Lonsdale near 
the end of the sealed roadway section, just past 
the pedestrian gate into the wetland. There are 
limited car spaces so some people may need to 
park a little further along in the section that is 
unsealed road. 


We will check for bush birds as we walk along 
Emily Street to the entrance path to Lake 
Victoria. The gravel path is flat and easy 
walking. We will slowly walk about one km and 
return. As well as observing a range of 
interesting birds, we will note the species of 
coastal vegetation present. The more 
enthusiastic may wish to walk further along the 
shoreline to view more birds—if so, please bring 
rubber boots to negotiate wet areas. 


Time permitting, we will then drive to Pt 
Lonsdale lighthouse to view birds on the rock 
platform at low tide. Finish around 12.30 p.m. or 
you may wish to gather socially for a picnic 
lunch at the Point Lonsdale front beach. 


Drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear, hat, 
binoculars, sunscreen, insect repellent, camera, 
field guides will all be useful. A telescope is an 
advantage. 

Contact: Barry Lingham 0417 115 109 
lingham@tpg.com.au 


Contributions invited for the 
Geelong Naturalist 


Members are encouraged to submit short 
articles and photos for consideration for the 
Geelong Naturalist each month. 

If you have observed and/or photographed 
something interesting in the natural world of 
Geelong and its surrounds, 
please send it to us! 


Please refer to the front page for submission 
details. 
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Bird Group excursion 


Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Thursday 25 March 2021 
Wooloomanata in late summer/early autumn 
Leader: Craig Morley 


Take Il on a re-start to GFNC Bird Group Excursions! 
Join us as we investigate this fascinating area. This 
visit will provide an opportunity to enjoy and record 
the avifauna of this wonderful spot. 

We sincerely thank the owners for granting permis- 
sion to visit. We expect it will be dry but, with the 
change of seasons and a La Nina summer, we never 
quite know what to expect; so come along and join in. 
Meet: 

9.00 a.m. inside the entrance to Wooloomanata off 
Sandy Creek Rd. 


Google maps: https:/Awww.qoogle.com.au/maps/ 


place/37%C2%B056'13.5%225+144%C2% 
B023'35.2%22E/@-37.937088, 144.3909323,693m/ 


data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x0:0x0!7e2!8m2!3d 
-37.9370883!4d144.393121 

Or grid reference -37.937105, 144.393197 

Craig will be waiting here. Please be punctual, as you 
may get left behind; we will drive into the property 
and park well away from the main road. 

NB: no car-pooling arrangements at other venues 
have been made. 

Finish: approximately midday or later if you wish 
to stay for lunch. 

Bring: Water/drinks and light snacks to carry. Some 
very important items to bring: binoculars, sunscreen, 
insect repellent, hat, raingear, a warm jacket and 
sturdy shoes/boots, camera (optional), telescope 
(optional). Please bring lunch if you’d like to stay on, 
and a folding chair! 


Enquiries: Craig 5221 4604 (or 042 919 6634 on 
the morning of the excursion). 








General GFNC excursion and other activity 
outdoor guidelines 


The following guidelines are in place, in line with general 

COVID-19 guidelines and our club’s risk management 

policy: 

e Do not attend if you are unwell 

° Please limit car-pooling to family groups or those 
bringing just one person, e.g. someone who 
cannot drive 

5 Ensure that you have a mask with you. 


Also note that GFNC excursions are cancelled if a Total 
Fire Ban is declared. 





Mailing roster 
March: Joan Korn 


April: Jan Venters 








Coming events 


MARCH 2021 APRIL 2021 
General Meeting: Professor Nicholas Porch— 6 AGM—Members Night: Jess Lill (CCMA)— 
Terrestrial invertebrates of Victoria’s wet forests Victorian Volcanic Plains Grassy Eucalypt Project 


‘Clean up Australia Day’ at Jerringot, Seaview 


Park 


Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora lecture: Chris 
Lindorff—Plants of Brisbane Ranges NP 


Fauna survey: Carlisle Heath 


Meeting (Mon): Committee 
Bird Group: Chris Timewell—Swift Parrots & Marta 
Ferenczi—Swan Bay Mud Islands Action Plan 


Excursion: Pt Lonsdale, Lake 
Park 


Victoria, Buckley 


Bird Group Excursion: Wooloomanata in Autumn 


President 

Vice-President 
Immediate past President 
Secretary 

Treasurer 

Minutes Secretary 
Committee Members 


Vacant 

Vacant 

Rod Lowther 
Graham Possingham 


Graham Possingham 
Kristine Kristensen 
Craig Morley 

Tracey Hinton 
Trevor Hodson 
Bernie Lingham 


Naomi Wells 
Chris White 


13 


15 
16-18 
18 
19 
22 


& Ammie Jackson (DELWP)—The Linear 
Reserves Project: Protecting and Enhancing 
Natural Temperate Grasslands of the Victorian 
Volcanic Plains 


Fauna survey: CCMA Grassy Eucalypt Woodlands 


cont. 

Plant Group: Beth Ross—An introduction to 
grasses 

Bird Group: Harry Saddler—Urban nature 
SEANA activity (AGM)—Hamilton 
Excursion: You Yangs 

Meeting (Mon): New committee 

Bird Group Excursion: Batesford 


30/4-3/5 City Nature Challenge BioBlitz Weekend 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2020-2021 





g.possingham@gmail.com 


g.possingham@gmail.com 
kristinedawn@gmail.com 
craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
tracey.hinton@gmail.com 
doctiny@bigpond.com 
bernlingham@tpg.com.au 


naomicwells@gmail.com 
chriswhite5212@gmail.com 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Membership Officer 
Conservation Subcommittee Chair 


Publications and Communication 
Subcommittee Chair 


Geelong Naturalist Editor(s) 


Deborah Evans 
Barry Lingham 

Deborah Evans 
Bernie Lingham 


Jane Morrow 
Alison Watson 


deb.evans6@bigpond.com 


lingham@tpg.com.au 
deb.evans6@bigpond.com 


bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
morrowjane5@gmail.com 
alisonw577@gmail.com 


Librarian Lorraine Phelan Ilphelan@bigpond.com 
Web-master Graham Possingham info@gfnc.org.au 
Geelong Bird Report Editor Craig Morley craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
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